
At left isaselectionof sculpturedflexibleetched
circuitsfor electronicsystems;theyaredesignedand
manufacturedbyAdvancedCircuitTechnology(ACT),
Nashua,NewHampshire.MarketedasSculptured®
Interconnects,thecircuitsweredevelopedasan
advancementoverconventionaletchedcircuitsthat
lacktheabilityto terminate,hencerequireattached
pinsorconnectors.Suchaddedhardwareis
eliminatedinACT'ssculpturedcircuits,whichare
madewithbuilt-interminals.Producedbyapatented
manufacturingprocess,thecompany'ssculptured
circuitsareofferedinstandardconfigurationsor in
customdesignsto fit specificapplications.

ThephotosillustratesomestepsinACTcircuit
designandmanufacturing.At lowerleft,anengineeris
designingacircuitwiththeaidofcomputergraphics;
theadjacentphotoshowsafinishedcoppercircuit
plate;atupperright,sculpturedcircuitsarebeing
assembledin thecompany'smanufacturingroom;
acloseupof acircuitassemblytableisshownat
lowerright.

ACTisanexampleof thegrowingnumberof
industrialfirmstakingadvantageofaproductivity
improvementserviceofferedbyNASAthrougha
networkofuserassistancecentersthatprovide
informationretrievalservicesandtechnicalhelp.The
centerin thiscaseis theNewEnglandResearch
ApplicationsCenter(NERAC),Storrs,Connecticut.
NERACconductscomputerizedliteraturesearchesto
findandapplytechnicalinformationpertinentto a
client'sneeds.

ACT'sproductresearchanddevelopmentgroup
regularlyemploysNERAC'ssearchserviceto stay
abreastof newdevelopmentsin interconnection
technologyand,inparticular,to findnew
opportunitiesfor applyingitssculpturedcircuit
process.NERACprovidesinformationin suchareasof
companyinterestasmaterialsandprocessesusedin
printedcircuitfabrication,newinterconnection
productsandlatestadvancesinmanufacturing
technology.

Searcheffortsdivideintotwoclasses:currencym
aimedatcompanyawarenessofbroadtrendsin
electronicsdevelopmentandmanufactureqand
productintelligence,researchof amorespecific
naturedirectlyapplicabletoACTdevelopment
programs.NERACfurnishesabstractlistingstoACT
personnel,whoperiodicallyfollowupwithrequests
forfull lengthreprintsofdocumentsthatseemto
warrantdetailedstudy.ACThasseveralnewproducts
indevelopmentandthecompanyreportsthateachof
themhasbenefitedfromNERAC'scomputerized
technologysearch.

_)Sculptured is a registered trademark of Advanced (:ircuit Technology Inc.
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